
2015 Proposed Amendments to the Constitution 
 

Article II, Purpose  

How it would change:  Insert “the United States Youth Soccer Association”  

Rationale:  To correct an error of omission and for purposes of recognizing our membership to that 

body.  Subsequent references have been added (e.g., Article VII, IX, Section 8) 

 

Article IX, Officers 

Section 1 (Officers) 

a.    

How it would change: The Vice President of Recreation would be elected in even numbered years, 

rather than the current odd numbered years. 

Rationale:   Realign the voting years for balance in elections.  Currently, 4 positions are elected in odd 

years, two in the even years.   

 

For clarity, the election of the Vice President of Recreation for this year (2015) to take place as 

prescribed but to a term of one year as the amended article would require an election for that position 

in 2016. 

 

Article X, District Commissioners 

Section 1 (District Commissioner) 

How it would change:  Remove references to the position of Alternate District Commissioner.   

Rationale:  Holds the elected District Commissioner accountable for their position in a manner similar to 

the officers.     

 

Section 4 (Alternate District Commissioner) 

How it would change:  In relation to the proposed amendment to Section 1, the position would be 

eliminated.  This section would then become titled “Absence” 

Rationale:  There is currently no attendance requirement for District Commissioners.  A revised Section 

4, “Absence” would then mirror the section on Absence for the Board Officers and hold commissioners 

to the same standard. 

 

Section 5 (Removal from Office) 

How it would change:  Remove “or Alternate District Commissioner”  

Rationale:  Housekeeping in relation to section 4 

 

Section 6 (Vacancies) 

How it would change:  remove references and clauses relating to Alternate District Commissioner; and 

provide for an immediate election of a DC within the district, supervised by the President.  Nominations 

and voting maybe executed electronically.  In the event no nominations are made, or accepted, the 

position may filled on appointment by the President of the association 

 

Rationale:  Direct ascendancy would no longer exist.  The new section enables the District to nominate 

and vote electronically.  Further, it allows for the President of the association to appoint if no candidates 

are nominated or accept, thereby keeping representation in place as opposed to a lengthy vacancy. 

 

  



Article XI (Meetings) 

Section 1 (Council Meeting) 

How it would change:  change the time frame of the announcement from June to first meeting of the 

new fiscal/seasonal year. 

 

Rationale:  The Board does not necessarily meet in June.  This provides the Board the reasonable 

opportunity to announce no later than their first meeting in the fiscal/seasonal year.  It may, of course, 

be done sooner. 

 

Section 2 (Board of Directors Meetings) 

How it would change:  Define the notice period for board meetings as seven (7) days 

Rationale: Currently, there is no notice period.  For practical purposes, there should be. 

 

 

 

Proposed Amendments to the By-laws 
 

Article I Order of Business 

How it would change:  Remove it. 

 

Rationale:  It is redundant.  Article XI, Section 7 of the Constitution states that this association shall 

conduct its meetings in accordance with Roberts Rules of Order. 

 

Article VI  - Benefit Games     

How it would change:  Remove it 

Rationale:  This bylaw is no longer relevant and has not been used in many years.  Therefore it should be 

removed for consistency.   

 

Article VII Miscellaneous Items 

Section 2 (Auditing) 

How it would change:  to add the option of a review, in place of an audit. 

Rationale:   A review provides similar information to an audit and is more economical.  An audit at times 

is still a necessity may still be held at the discretion of the association. 

 

 

Section 7 (Passes) 

How it would change:  Remove it 

Rationale:  This bylaw is no longer relevant and has not been used in many years.  Therefore it should be 

removed for consistency.   

 

 

 

Section 10 (Referees) 

How it would change:  Insert the qualifier “travel league.” 

Rationale:  Travel leagues and competitions must use licensed USSF officials.  That requirement is not 

imposed on intramurals or recreational level.  

 



Section 12 (Mandatory Insurance) 

How it would change:  simply state each affiliate is required to participate in the association’s insurance 

program.   

Rationale:  Liability insurance is mandatory, however, we cannot legislate individual medical coverage.  

“Medical insurance” was a misnomer, our association policy provides an accident policy available to all 

players and coaches. 

 

Article VIII Registration 

Section 1 (Registration)  

How it would change:  acknowledgement of US Youth Soccer registration policy  

Rationale:  US Youth is absent from the by-laws and we are required to register with them and pay their 

fees as well.  Our annual US Soccer registration fees are passed through from US Youth Soccer 

 

Section 3 (Registration closing date) 

How it would change:  Remove it 

Rationale:  This bylaw is no longer relevant and has not been used in many years.  Therefore it should be 

removed for consistency.   

 

Section 4 (Registration Time Limit in Leagues) 

How it would change:  remove references to the Board of Directors in relation to Section 3. 

Rationale:   Local variances apply that are not necessarily relevant to the state level.   

 

 

Article IX Players 

Section 1 (Classification) 

How it would change:  Remove the “classification” title and reference. Amend to reference  

US Soccer and US Youth Soccer bylaws and policy on players and playing rules. 

Rationale:  the current bylaw has little relevance as a standalone, whereas we must adhere to the 

policies and definitions as prescribed by US Soccer and US Youth Soccer  

 

Section 2 

b. Local Registration 

How it would change:  reference electronic registration methods as acceptable 

Rationale:  Bring up to date referencing the available technology as acceptable 

 

 c. Date of Registration 

How it would change: add “or electronically time stamped” 

Rationale:  Bring up to date referencing the available technology as acceptable 

 

d.  Registration Fee  

How it would change:  change the dates to be relevant with changes in policy and technology and to 

recognize disciplinary action for failure to pay fees 

Rationale:  An additional payment period was added- once per quarter.  Failure to pay registration fees 

is unacceptable. 

 

Section 3 (age Limits and Roster Limitations) 

A. Age Division 

How it would change:  Recreational/Intramural may use local variances and group players by grade 



Rationale:  To acknowledge the current practice and to help grow the game in their respective area 

 

B.  Roster Size 

How it would change:  Address recent changes to NCS and US Youth policy allowing roster limits up 

to 22 for 11 a-side (u14 and up).  14 for 8v8.  Intramural and Recreational leagues may modify roster 

sizes as needed.  Travel leagues may, but a team not adhering to NCS rules qualifying play are 

automatically ineligible for the state cups.  

Rationale:  To update our state policies to be congruent with national policies as well as to provide 

local variances to help grow the game.   

 

C. False Registration 

How it would change:   Adding “misrepresented or unregistered” as a violation and that team 

administrators and/or the player may be subject to additional disciplinary action 

Rationale:  Correcting an error of omission in that age is not the only method of false representation 

(e.g., falsifying documents or player passes).  Furthermore, pending investigation, administrators or 

coaches guilty of such, should be subject to additional discipline outside of simply forfeiting a game. 

 

Section 5 (Player Transfer and Release) 

How it would change:  add “all travel teams” and “which seek to qualify” 

Rationale:  To further state these rules must apply to teams wishing to participate the state cups.  These 

rules must be adhered to in cup qualifying leagues. 

 

Section d. 

How it would change:  reference to the roster limits  

Rationale: housekeeping to be up to date with the national policy 

 

 

Article X  Rules of Play 

 

How it would change:  reference to US Soccer and US Youth Soccer 

Rationale:  US Soccer and US Youth Soccer Policy on players and playing rules apply as well as national 

recommendations for modified play 

 

Sections 1, 2, 4 entirely. 

How it would change:  Remove them 

Rationale:   Rules of play are addressed in the opening statement of this article.  Section 4 specifically is 

a league issue 

 

Section 2  

How it would change:  New section 2, renamed “State Cup Competition” 

Rationale:  recognizes the organization of these competitions and that a different set of rules govern 

those events. 

 

Article XII Risk Management 

How it would change:  Adds the recognition of the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Rationale:  We are obligated to comply 


